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In this issue: Kim Kollins from Germany served the Catholic Charismatic Renewal at the European level from the beginning. She gives an overview over the last 20 year.

EUROPEAN CCR 1987-2007

Fruits of a long journey

Kim Kollins
Planting seeds

In the beginning years of the Charismatic Renewal in Europe, ecumenical leader gatherings started in 1972, some at the invitation of Cardinal Suenens in Belgium and France. In 1983, ICCRS invited Catholic leaders from Europe to meet in Rome. However it was not until 1987, during a time of sharing with ICCRS in Rome, a seed was planted in my heart concerning the need for the CCR National Service Committees of Europe to come together and meet on an ongoing base.   As the seed germinated the idea of how to begin was born and confirmed by ICCRS - why don’t several European NSC committees issue an invitation to the other NSCs to come together for sharing, collaboration and building of relationships. 

Therefore I carried the proposal to the German NSC, on which I served, and contacted the NSCs’ in England (Charles Whitehead) and in Switzerland (Urban Camenzind-Herzog). The three NSC committees agreed and we extended an invitation and organized a European gathering. The first European NSCs meeting was held in September 1988 in Berlin, a divided city in a divided nation. A second European NSCs gathering was organized in the same way in Switzerland in 1989. 

[image: image1.jpg]



Urban, Kim and Charles

Taking Shape

During the years of 1992 to 2000, a small standing coordinating team developed that continued to organize the on-going meetings held in France – 1992, Poland - 1994; Slovakia - 1996; Malta – 1999. 

A Turning Point

Then in the year 2000, in Italy, a new concept was presented after a year’s consultative process with each National NSC, ICCRS and the appropriate church authorities concerning a new concept for future collaboration on the European level for the CCR – the proposal for a European ICCRS subcommittee was confirmed by the NSCs.  Our first European Conference in Czestochowa, Poland was held in 2002. Then we had gatherings with-NSCs, Head Contacts and Correspondents in Budapest - 2003; Prague - 2004 and Warsaw - 2007. 

A Time of Maturing

In all of these phases, I have served on all the different forms of committees; 20 years and 10 events later – what I have observed is that from a small seed planted by the Holy Spirit a vision was confirmed and developed into a well-formed and strong reality.  How Europe has changed in the last 20 years with the falling of the wall of communism and the integration of the Eastern countries into the EU, the rise of secularism, etc!  When our committees chose where we should meet – Eastern Europe was always our first choice – we wanted to facilitate the collaboration between East and West. I especially enjoyed discovering the treasures of the Holy Spirit in my Eastern brothers and sisters.

Continued developments

When the Holy Spirit confirmed in Warsaw that my time of pioneering in this way had been completed – my heart rejoiced at the faithfulness of the Lord throughout these twenty years. At this stage of the journey, we now had a new subcommittee with a new chairman, Dariusz Jeziorny from Poland and a well-balanced European committee for the next period.  And now, I could focus my attention more fully on my heart’s call of the “Return to the Upper Room”, in the next steps of this journey. In 2006, I proposed to ICCRS a world-wide prayer events project “Operation Upper Room”, which was first called forth in preparation for the Pentecost meeting with Pope Benedict XVI and then again for Pentecost 2007. As the ICCRS Operation Upper Room project coordinator, in the last two years, I have seen many nations and tens of thousands participating on all continents in this global project. 

European Roots

The call to “Return to the Upper Room” was conceived in 1997 during Holy Week in Rome - confirmed in 2004 for the whole Church by John Paul II during the Pentecost Vespers. The European NSCs gathering in Malta at the beginning of April - 1999, were the first to give continental confirmation to this call and from the Malta National CCR conference the call went to the nations via live internet transmission. The European NSCs, at their 2003 gathering in Budapest, agreed to unite in prayer as their first European project before Pentecost, according to each nation’s possibilities – responding to the challenge of John Paul II’s, Apostolic Letter, Novo Millennio Ineunte, and his encouragement to the CCR to put out into the deep of prayer in order to put out into the deep of mission. 
New ICCRS Project - Pentecost of the Nations 

Now in 2007, ICCRS launched a 2-part world-wide project in Warsaw, “Pentecost of the Nations”, which integrated “Operation Upper Room” with the “Pentecost Day Celebration”. I will continue to serve ICCRS, internationally, as before in this project, as we allow the Holy Spirit to unfold this calling according to His Plans. The Pentecost of the Nations CD presentation in Warsaw was a wonderful fruit that also reflects our European journey together. Pentecost of the Nations is an answer that the worldwide CCR offers in response to the desire expressed by both Pope John Paul II and Benedict XVI to spread the “culture of Pentecost” (JPII, May 2004 – Benedict XVI, Sept 2005).

Kim Catherine-Marie Kollins 
October 2, 2007
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